
 



 
BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

Partial Funding For 
Symposium 2013 Provided By: 



 

www.pehsc.org 

www.paemsc.org 

EMS for children and PEHSC bring you 
keynote speaker Chris Suprun.  He is the 
current chairman for EMSC, and has     
spoken on EMS, fire, and emergency   
management topics for nearly fifteen years. 

Chris Suprun 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

Symposium 2013 
 
 

Corporate Sponsor 
 

PA Department of Health 
Highmark 

 

Pla num Sponsors 
 

Meadville Area Ambulance Service, LLC 
Meadville Medical Center 
Saint Vincent Health System 

Stat MedEvac 
Superior Ambulance Service 

UPMC Hamot 
UPMC Horizon 

UPMC Prehospital Care 
West Penn Burn Center 

 

Gold Sponsors 
 

Cornerstone Adminisystems 
EmergyCare 

Glick Fire Equipment Company, Inc. 
Sharon Regional Health System 

UPenn/Pennsylvania HeartRescue Project/CARES 
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

Butler County Community College 
Capitol Electronics 

Children’s Hospital Of Pi sburgh Of UPMC 
Community College Of Allegheny County 

 
 



 



 

Thursday, April 4, 2013

TIME  SALONS 5 and 6 SALON 4 
1300‐1430  Trauma Through The Eyes Of A Child

Stephanie  Colaberardino and Rebecca Baker 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC 

EMS Leaders Of Tomorrow

Kimberly Walk 
Reimbursement Chair 

Ambulance Association of PA 
And 

Matt Zavadsky 

Public Affairs Director 
MedStar Mobile Healthcare 

(Ends at 17:15) 

1430‐1445  Break
1445‐1615  Safety First:  Ambulance Safety

Eric Henry 
Meadville Ambulance 

1600‐1800  Break
1800‐1930  It’s A Dog’s Life 

Michelle Eaton 
Northwest PA K‐9 Search and Rescue 

1930‐1945  Break
1945‐2045  An Introduction to High Performance CPR

Dr. Douglas Kupas 
PA Department of Health  

and 
EMMCO West Staff

2045‐2100  Break
2100‐2200  Transporting Our Tiniest  Patients:  The Perils 

of NICU Transports 
Diane Kaczmarek, RN 

Saint Vincent Health System

 



 



 

Friday, April 5, 2013 
  

TIME  SALON 1  SALON 2  SALONS 3 & 4  SALONS 5 & 6  MIRAGE ROOM 

0800‐0930  Fireside Chat 
Joe Schmider 

Director 
PA Department 

Of Health 
Bureau Of EMS 

Community          
Paramedicine 
Ma  Zavadsky 
Public Affairs        
Director, 

MedStar Mobile 
Healthcare 

Kick Bu  Cardiac 
Dr. Casey Becker 

Saint Vincent Health 
System 

Psychological     
Survival Skills In 
EMS, Fire, and   
Rescue Services 
Dr. Roy Cox 

City Of Pi sburgh 
EMS 

And Jennifer Swab 
Ross Westview EMS 

Saint Vincent Health 
System Presents: 

West Penn 
A Star Sim Lab 
Anthony Cudo,     

NREMT‐P 
Western Pennsylvania 

Hospital 
and 

Karen Glass, RN 
LifeFlight 

  
Class Limit 25 

0930‐0945  Break   Break  Break  Break  Break  

0945‐1115  Terror Medicine 
Dr. Jason Chenault 
UPMC Hamot 

Ini al Management 
Of the Burn Pa ent 
Dr. Ariel Aballay 

Western Pennsylvania       
Hospital 

On the Edge ‐    
Prehospital Cases 
That Make You 

Sweat 
Dr. David             

Shellenbarger 
Sharon Regional 
Health System 

   Saint Vincent Health 
System Presents: 

West Penn 
A Star Sim Lab 
Anthony Cudo,     

NREMT‐P 
Western Pennsylvania 

Hospital 
and 

Karen Glass, RN 
LifeFlight 

  
Class Limit 25 

1115‐1300  Lunch  Lunch  Lunch  Lunch  Lunch 

1300‐1430  First Responders 
Guide: Individuals 
With Au sm In   

Emergency and  Crisis 
Situa ons 

Dr. John McGonigle 
Dr. Arvind Verkat 

Dr. Joanne Migyanka 
Western Psychiatric 
Ins tute and Clinic Of 

UPMC 

QRP/ Suicide        
Preven on 

Govan Mar n 
Pennsylvania State 
Police (Re red) 

Ac ve Shooter Alley 
Dr. Micha Campbell 
Assistant Medical 
Director, City Of 
Pi sburgh Tac cal 

Medics 
UPMC Pi sburgh 

   Saint Vincent Health 
System Presents: 

West Penn 
A Star Sim Lab 
Anthony Cudo,     

NREMT‐P 
Western Pennsylvania 

Hospital 
and 

Karen Glass, RN 
LifeFlight 

  
Class Limit 25 

1430‐1500  Break  Break  Break  Break  Break 

1500‐1630  What You Can Learn 
In EMS By Learning 

To Brew 
Chris Heile, EMT‐P 
EMMCO West 

Lightning Round: Hot 
Topics In EMS 
Dr. Brian Risavi 
UPMC Hamot 

EMS Jeopardy 
Jim Kifer, EMT‐P 
EmergyCare 

High Performance 
CPR 

Dr. Doug Kupas 
PA Department 

Of Health 
Bureau Of EMS 

Saint Vincent Health 
System Presents: 

West Penn 
A Star Sim Lab 
Anthony Cudo,     

NREMT‐P 
Western Pennsylvania 

Hospital 
and 

Karen Glass, RN 
LifeFlight 

  
Class Limit 25 

1200‐1800  Vendors OPEN  Vendors OPEN  Vendors OPEN  Vendors OPEN  Vendors OPEN 

1800‐1900  Food Served 
 Outside Of Ballroom 

Food Served 
 Outside Of Ballroom 

Food Served 
 Outside Of Ballroom 

Food Served 
 Outside Of Ballroom 

Food Served 
 Outside Of  Ballroom  

1930‐2300  STAT MedEvac 
Party 

STAT MedEvac     
Party 

STAT MedEvac    
Party 

STAT MedEvac   
Party 

 STAT MedEvac  
Party 



 

WE NEED YOUR HELP !!! 
 
 

Please donate a gift basket for the EMMCO West annual Chinese Auction.  Show your 
creativity !!  Last year, we raised over $2,500.00 for Make-A-Wish®. 
 
Gift baskets can be handed in to the EMMCO West staff by the morning of Friday,      
April 5, 2013. 
 
Tickets are $5 for a sheet of 26 and will be sold outside of the vendor area until the    
drawing, which will be held after lunch on Saturday, April 6, 2013.  You MUST be       
present to win.  A second ticket will be drawn if the basket is not claimed by 2:30pm. 
 
 
 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Greater Pennsylvania and Southern West Virginia advises you that a copy of the official   registration and financial   
information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not 
imply endorsement. 

Make-A-Wish® grants the wishes of children with life-threatening 
medical conditions. 



 

 Saturday, April 6, 2013 
  

TIME  SALON 1  SALON 2  SALONS 3 & 4  SALONS 5 & 6 

0800‐0930  Breathe Easy: CPAP 
for Pre‐Hospital Use 
Dr. Carrie Colleran 
Saint Vincent Health 

System 

Cardiovascular      
Disease: Just A 
Heartbeat Away 

Clarissa White, PHRN 
UPMC Horizon 

Living Well In EMS. 
Does My Job Have To 

Kill Me? 
Dr. David               

Shellenbarger 
Sharon Regional 
Health System 

Strike 3 ‐ Youth 
Sports Injuries 

Chris Suprun, EMT‐P 
EMS for Children 
Na onal Resource 
Center Advisory 

Council 

0930‐0945   Break 
Vendors Open 

Break 
Vendors Open 

Break 
Vendors Open 

Break 
Vendors Open 

0945‐1115  CSI In the Emergency 
Department 

Lisa Simonian, DNP, 
CRNP, SANE‐A       

Director of Forensics, 
Emergency Medicine 

UPMC Hamot 

Violence In the 
Workplace 
Dr. Roy Cox 

City of Pi sburgh 
EMS 
And 

Jenn Swab, EMT‐P 
Ross Westview EMS 

  

The Rainbow        
Connec on 

Chris Suprun, EMT‐P 
EMS for Children   
Na onal Resource 
Center Advisory  

Council 

  

1115‐1230  Lunch 
Vendor Area Closed 

Lunch 
Vendor Area Closed 

Lunch 
Vendor Area Closed 

1230‐1300  State Of the Union 
Mar n Raniowski, MA 
Deputy Secretary 

PA Department Of Health 
And 

Joe Schmider 
Director 

PA Department Of Health 
Bureau Of EMS 

1300‐1430  Joplin Tornados 
Jeff Prosser 

Opera ons Manager 
Newton County Ambulance District In Missouri 

1430‐1445  Break 

1445‐1615  Young Guns: School Shoo ngs 
Chris Suprun, EMT‐P 

EMS for Children Na onal Resource Center Advisory Council 

EMMCO West would like to Thank You  
for attending Symposium 2013 



 

 

2013 EMS Appreciation Dinner and Award Ceremony 
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

Conneaut Lake VFD Station #3 Banquet Facility 
6:00pm—9:00pm 

 
Please join the Staff of EMMCO West  for an evening of celebration. 

 
The awards for EMS Achievement, Volunteer, and Mentor of the Year will be presented, 

as well as the awards for the “How Low Can you Go?” contest. 
 

All practitioners who have received their Pennsylvania State Certification as an          
Emergency Responder, EMT-B, or EMT-P are encouraged to attend a Graduation     Cel-

ebration. 
 

To register, please visit www.emmco.org/events before May 6, 2013. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

2012 Gold 
Winners 

2012 Bronze 
Winners 

2012 Silver 
Winners 



 

 

 

2013 Mentor of the Year Award  
 

Purpose of the Award: 
The EMMCO West EMS Mentor of the Year Award is given to an individual who exemplifies the ideal 
image of a mentor.  Over a period of years, this individual has established a consistent outreach to 
EMS colleagues.  The individual has contributed to the support and/or development of mentoring   
programs within their EMS agency or training ins tute.  Guidance to EMS prac oners and/or          
students to exhibit professional values and behaviors are fostered by the candidate.   
 

Eligibility: 
 Currently cer fied as an ALS or BLS prac oner. 
 Has established a record of consistent outreach to individuals in the EMS field over a number of 

years or has contributed to the support or development of mentoring programs within their 
agency or in the EMS community. 

 The ideal candidate should have a record of achievement in providing guidance and fostering to 
EMS prac oners and/or students and should exhibit behavior which is consistent with an EMS 

2013 EMS Achievement Award  
 

Purpose of the Award: 
The EMS Achievement Award is presented to a regional EMS prac oner that has displayed          
leadership, insight, and vision to improve EMS within the EMMCO West region. 
 

Eligibility: 
 Currently cer fied as an ALS or BLS prac oner. 
 Has demonstrated their ability to enrich and contribute to the growth of EMS within the         

EMMCO West region. 

2013 Volunteer EMS Prac oner of the Year Award 
 

Purpose of the Award: 
The Volunteer EMS Prac oner of the Year Award is presented to a prac oner for their con nued 
support of volunteer ac vi es and the promo on of the volunteer spirit among their peers. 
 

Eligibility: 
 A currently cer fied Pennsylvania EMS Prac oner or an ac ve member of an organiza on as an 

Ambulance A endant. 
 Ac vely par cipates in leadership roles of a volunteer group/organiza on. 
 Acts primarily as a volunteer EMS Prac oner. 



 

 
 

 EMMCO West 2013 Awards Applica on 
 

I am nomina ng the following individual for the (circle one): 
    2013 Mentor of the Year Award 
    2013 EMS Achievement Award 
    2013 Volunteer EMS Prac oner of the Year Award 
 
 

Nominee Informa on: 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of EMS organiza on: ____________________________________________________________ 
Years involved in EMS:________________________________________________________________ 
Cer fica on Level & Cer fica on #:_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Explain in detail why the nominee deserves to be honored with this award.  Please include               
cer fica ons held and EMS background informa on 

  PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE PAPER FOR THIS INFORMATION.   
 
Iden fy any previous awards or honors the nominee has received:  

  PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE PAPER FOR THIS INFORMATION. 
 
 
Submission deadline is April 12, 2013 to EMMCO West 
EMMCO West, Inc                Or fax to 814‐337‐0871 
16271 Conneaut Lake Road, Suite 101        Or email to Trish@emmco.org 
Meadville, PA  16335                        Or drop off at Symposium 2013
       
 
 
Name and address of nominator: 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contact phone #: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Awards will be presented at an awards dinner on Wednesday, May 15, 2013. 
All persons nomina ng a candidate must assure that the person will be a ending the awards  dinner. 
Also, all nominees will be submi ed for the PA State EMS Awards. 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

Proudly Serving the Residents of 
Crawford County For Over 50 Years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.meadvilleambulance.com                                        814-724-7595 

Meadville Area Ambulance Service 



 



 



 



 

GOALS	&	ETIQUETTE	
GOALS:	
 Offer	a	diversi ied	educational	experience,	traditionally	not	available	through	local	con	ed	sponsors.	
 Encourage	EMS	personnel	to	expand	their	knowledge	of	emergency	medical	care	topics	and	issues.	
 Create	a	forum	for	discussion	and	dialogue	among	EMS	personnel,	vendors,	educators,	medical									

professionals,	guest	speakers,	and	other	personnel	associated	with	EMS	organizations.	
 Offer	an	affordable	educational	conference	that	features	renowned	regional,	state,		national,	and								

international	speakers.	
	

ETIQUETTE:	
 EMMCO	West	encourages	all	participants	to	enjoy	themselves	at	the	conference.			Enjoy	walking	

through	the	vendor	areas	and	listening	to	our	plethora	of	guest	lecturers.		A	variety	of	activities	are	
planned	to	allow	you	to	relax	with	your	EMS	colleagues.		

 As	part	of	these	activities,	legal	alcoholic	beverages	are	often	available.		Anyone	under	the	legal					
drinking	age	shall	not	be	permitted	to	consume	alcoholic	beverages	within	any	of	the	EMMCO	West	
sponsored	functions.		The	Ambassador	Conference	Center	will	enforce	all	applicable	PA	L.C.B.									Reg-
ulations,	including	photo	ID	veri ication.	

	
The	Ambassador	does	not	permit	outside	alcoholic	beverages	to	be	brought	into	the	

Friday	night	STAT	Party.	
	
	

DISCLAIMERS	&	CON	ED	
DISCLAIMERS:	
 Classes,	speakers,	and	times	may	be	changed	due	to	unforeseen	circumstances.	
 Due	to	safety	regulations,	EMMCO	West	reserves	the	right	to	limit	the	number	of	attendees	in	any	given	

room	due	to	room	capacity	limits.	
 Those	attendees	wishing	special	accommodations	must	notify	EMMCO	West	30	days	in	advance.	
 

CON	ED	CREDITS:	
 EMMCO	West,	Inc.	has	applied	to	the	PA	Department	of	Health	to	secure	continuing	education	credits	

for	most	of	the	sessions.		A	complete	listing	of	approved	courses	will	be	available	during	the	conference	
and	will	be	available	on	our	website	www.emmco.org. 

Ambassador Conference Center Accommodations: 

Online	room	reservations	and	national	room																	
reservations	are	NOT	available	at	the	conference	
rate.			

All	room	reservations	MUST	be	made	by	calling	
the	hotel	directly	before	March	23,	2013.	

 
Room Rates: 
$120.91 / room 

 

Breakfast is NOT INCLUDED 
 



 

 
 
 

Our Thanks To 
Highmark 

For Their Generous Support 
Of  The 

EMMCO West 
Symposium 2013, 

Including The  
Refreshment Breaks 

And Lower Tuition Fees 
 

 
 



 

Symposium	2013	Conference	Registration	
Registration	and	Credit	Card	Access	also	available	online	at	www.emmco.org	under	“Events”	

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Address	(House	#	and	Street):_____________________________________________________________________________	

City	__________________________________________________ZIP	Code:_____________________________________________	

County:	_____________________________________________P.O.	#	(if	applicable):	________________________________	

Daytime	phone:	(								)	______-	_____________________Evening	phone:	(								)	_______-_______________________	

PA	Certi ication	level:	_____________________________Certi ication	#:	_______________________________________	

Date	of	Birth	:	________/________/________Email:	____________________________________________________________	

Service	Af iliation:	__________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Payment:		 	 COST	PRIOR	TO	3/16/13						 	COST	AFTER	3/16/13	 	Total	

Thursday	(all	day)	 	 $50.00		 	 																				 $60.00		 	 $	_________	

			13:00	—16:15		 	 $25.00		 	 	 						 $30.00		 	 $	_________	

			16:15	—	22:00		 	 $25.00		 	 	 						 $30.00		 	 $	_________	

Friday	(All	day)	 	 $50.00		 	 	 						 $60.00		 	 $	_________	

			1/2	Day	(Morning	and	Lunch)	 $25.00		 	 																				 $30.00		 	 $	_________	

			1/2	Day	(Lunch	and	Afternoon)	$25.00		 	 	 							 $30.00		 	 $	_________	

Saturday	(All	day)	 	 $50.00		 	 	 							 $60.00		 	 $	_________	

			1/2	Day	(Morning	and	Lunch)	 $25.00		 	 	 							 $30.00		 	 $	_________	

			1/2	Day	(Lunch	and	Afternoon)	$25.00																											 																					 $30.00		 	 $	_________							
				

						 	 	 	 	 																																				Symposium	Grand	Total	 $	_________	

	
Total	Discount	possible	for	registering	prior	to	3/16/2013	=	$30.00.	
Registrations	must	be	accompanied	with	full	conference	payment:	purchase	order	or	check	from	a									
sponsoring	agency	or	money	order	from	an	individual.		Personal	checks	are	no	longer	accepted.		Refunds	
will	be	issued	up	to	3/23/13	with	written	request.		After	3/23/13,	no	refunds	will	be	issued,	unless	the					
conference	is	cancelled.		Substitutions	are	allowed	with	prior	noti ication	to	EMMCO	West.			
	

DO	NOT	SEND	CASH	

Please	make	checks	payable	to	“EMMCO	West,	Inc.”	
	

EARLY	REGISTRATION	DEADLINE	IS	MARCH	16,	2013	
Walk	in	registrations	are	accepted	at	symposium	at	full	conference	fees.		
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