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About EMMCO West, Inc.  
EMMCO West, Inc. oversees the prehospital care systems in Clarion, 
Crawford, Erie, Forest, Mercer, Venango, and Warren counties. EM-

MCO West receives its funding through a grant provided by the PA 
Department of Health.   
 

EMMCO West, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (C) 3 corporation.  EMMCO 
West is governed by a board of directors comprised of members from 
hospitals, county government, disaster organization, EMS agencies, and 

at large members from the customer base served by EMMCO West. 
 
The EMMCO West Board of Directors meet on a quarterly basis.  Spe-
cialized committees assist the board of directors in meeting its mission.  

Committees include: 

¶ Quality Improvement  

¶ Communications 

¶ Medical Advisory  

¶ Transportation 

¶ Executive 

 
Carrying out day to day operations are nine staff.  Current staff include, 
Bill McClincy, Chris Heile, Kim Pero, Michelle Eaton, Melissa Thompson, 

George Klinzing, Jane Hamza, Trisha Skelton, and Sue Julius. 
 

To help assist EMMCO West staff to conduct their work plan activities, 

EMMCO West utilizes two company vehicles.  The one vehicle is a Toy-
ota Camry and the other is a Chevy Pickup truck.  Added this past year 
is a  vehicle for moving the emergency preparedness assets. The vehicle 

is a used utility truck that was recently refurbished.   
 
This past year, EMMCO West staff logged 28,772  miles between July 

2009 and the end of May 2010.   
 
This is EMMCO Westõs 27th year of incorporation, serving EMS Providers in 

Northwest Pennsylvania. 
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Symposium 2010 Moves To Erie 

Ambassador Rolls Out The Red   

Carpet For EMS Providers  

The Ambassador Conference Center 
Erie, PA was this yearõs location for Sym-

posium 2010.  The Ambassador rolled 
out the red carpet for our regionõs EMS  

providers.  The new venue enabled the 
most vendors ever at the annual confer-

ence. 

 

The new conference location enabled EMMCO West to offer several special 
events.  Included were discounted passes to Splash Lagoon,  a night at Presque 

Isle Downs & Casino, and a visit from the mascot of the Erie SeaWolves!  Plus 
there was Friday Night Vendor Night 

and Party 2010 on Saturday evening.  
UPMC Prehospital Care sponsored 
coned on Sunday and featured an Ex-

treme E3 Experience that included a 

cadaver lab. 

 

Texas A & M University kicked off 

Symposium 2010 with the medical re-
sponse to Terrorism Bombing course.  

Evening coned sessions featured the 
EW staff and Dr. Risavi reenacting pro-

tocol issues and a review of street 
drugs from an undercover police offi-

cer. The  EMS Leaders of Tomorrow 
program and recognition dinner 

wrapped up Thursdayõs programs.  

 

Friday and Saturday sessions featured international , national, state, and regional 
guest speakers.  Bill Davies from  Oshawa, Canada reviewed  potential hazards 

from fuel cell vehicles during a vehicle rescue.  Formerly of Northwest PA, Dr. 

Bill Fales, MD,  EMS Medical Director of  Kalamazoo , Michigan reviewed CPR 
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Symposium 2010 continuedé 

 
 

techniques and  discussed how the revised CPR practices are improving pre-
hospital cardiac arrest outcomes.  Dr. Paul Paris, MD and State EMS Medical 

Director Dr. Douglas Kupas, MD reviewed past, present, and future EMS 
practices.  

 
Dr. Kupas, Janette Swade from PEHSC,  and Heather Sharar of the AAP, 

conducted a rollout of Act 37õs proposed Rules & Regulations, chapters 1ñ
5.  This was one of the first statewide rollout sessions discussing the draft 

rules and regulations to the new EMS Act.  The regulations are to be in effect 
in 2012.  The townhall meeting enabled EMS providers to comment on the 

proposed rules and regulations. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Symposium 2010 wrapped up with the annual EMMCO West EMS dinner and 
Party 2010 sponsored by UPMC Preshospital Care, STATMedEVAC, LifeStar.  

EMMCO Westõs Vice President Albert Boland served as the keynote speaker 
at EMMCO Westõs dinner.  Shown above, Al started his presentation with a 

contest to see who could remember the theme songs from õ70 & 80õs EMS, 
fire, and police TV shows.  Alõs presentation focused on the role of profes-

sionalism within all aspects of the EMS system.   
  

Plans are already underway for Symposium 2011.  It will again be held at the 
Ambassador Conference Center, Erie, PA.  Tentative dates for Symposium 
2011 are April 7ñ10, 2011! 
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Prehospital Provider Equipment 

EMSOF For EMS Providers  

Annually, the PA Department of 

Health publishes, via the PA Bulletin, 
a listing of eligible projects and pre-

hospital equipment that EMS provid-
ers can acquire through their regional 

EMS council.  EMMCO Westõs Trans-
portation Committee reviews the list 

of eligible equipment and projects and 
establishes a priority listing for EMS 

agencies in the EMMCO West region.  Funding allocations for the Emergency 
Medical Services Operating Fund (EMSOF) are determined for each regional 

council. EMMCO West uses a group purchasing program that enables EMS agen-
cies to identify special projects or equipment resources.  Based on an EMS 

agencyõs compliance with regional QI initiatives, the EMS agencies requests are 
reviewed and prioritized .   Using a population formula for the EMSOF program, 

either a rural designation 60% EMSOF 40% local match, or urban designation 
50% EMSOF & local match is determined.  Equipment is bid and is purchased for 

regional EMS agencies using the lowest bid matching the bid specs.. 

 

The following is the breakdown for Prehospital Equipment and Projects for EMS 

Agencies  EMSOF for FY 09ñ10: 

   EMSOF  Projects 

Clarion:   0    0 

Crawford:  $ 3,701.55 0 

Erie:   $33,300.26 $ 7,930.00 

Forest:   0  0 

Mercer:   $ 1,236.00 0 

Venango:   $ 6,246.80 $ 7,200.00 

Warren:   $ 1,137.50 0 

 

Total:   $ 60,752.11   EMSOF & EMS Provider Projects 

Total Acquisitions:  $109,436.82  (EMSOF & Matching Funds) 
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EMSOF Continuedé 

 
 

Special Prehospital System Projects:  
Based on the regional development plan, a series of special regional projects 

were conducted.  Projects included: 
 

QRS Data Collection Programming  $ 2,400 
Providing an online access point for completion of QRS patient care reports 

 
Suction Unit Replacement Project  $ 28,207.25 

QI committee determined suction units > 10 years in age were prone to failure. 
Special 80% EMSOF 20% local match program replaced old suction units. 

 
2nd Fire Extinguisher for EMS Units  $ 1,050.00 

Revised standards require 2nd fire extinguisher on board licensed ambulances 
 

PCR Data Management Program  $ 2,475.00 
 

Phase II of 12 Lead Transmission project $23,800.00 
 

CISM Programming    $ 7,300.00 
Line of Duty Death Course &  

Individual Crisis InterventionñPeer Support 
 

EMS Leaders of Tomorrow Program  $ 1,500.00 
 

Recruitment & Retention Programming  $14,500.00 
Advertisements, on TV, radio, newspapers targeting the recruitment of 

EMS personnel. 
 

EMS Week Activities & Breakfast  $ 5,000 
Annual EMS Provider & Elected Officials Breakfast and EMS Week activities 

 
Emlenton Radio Project   $ 5,480.84 

Improve EMS communication with Clarion OES and Emlenton EMS 
 

CO Detector Project   $22,940.00 
Provide EMS & QRS agencies with CO Detector for placement on first in bag 

 
 
 

Total Special System Projects EMSOF:  $ 114,653.09 
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Act 37 is signed into law 

PAõs New EMS Law  

On August 18, 2009, Governor 

Edward Rendell signed Pennsyl-
vaniaõs new EMS Act into law, Act 

37.  The signing occurred inside the 
capital with numerous EMS officials 

and legislators present to witness 

the signing. 

 

Significance To EMS Providers  

The new EMS Act replaces Act 45, which was originally signed in 1985.  A bipar-

tisan agreement was reached between members of the PA legislature to create 
Pennsylvaniaõs new EMS Act.  Despite the passing of the Act in the legislature 

and it being signing into law, not all parts of the new Act are in effect yet.  In 
fact, most of the new EMS Act requires rules and regulations to be written be-

fore the new sections of the Act can be implemented.   

 

Townhall Meetings With EMS Providers  

To inform EMMCO West EMS providers, EMMCO West staff conducted a se-
ries of townhall meetings at locations throughout the region.  EMS Act compo-

nents that went into effect immediately and those that went into effect in Febru-

ary 2010 were identified and discussed.    

 

Act 37 Rules & Regulation Draft  

Chapters 1ñ5 of the proposed rules and regulations for Act 37 were released 
in late March 2010.  The remaining portion of the draft regulations will be re-

leased later in 2010. 

 

Statewide Act 37 rules and regulation meetings are being held by the PA De-
partment of Health, Bureau of EMS.  One of three initial townhall meetings was 

held at EMMCO West Symposium 2010.  Additional meetings are being planned 
for the Summer of 2010.  In 2011, formal hearings of the proposed regulations 

will be held, with the final rules and regulations going into effect by February 

2012. 


